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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHORITY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

F.  B.  MACKENZIE,  D.S.O.,  M.c.,  M.A.,  M.B.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

(On  active  service  from  September,  1939). 

Tern  for  ary  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

A.  P.  FRY,  M.C.,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Sanitary  Ins  feet  or : 

F.  E.  SMALE,  c.R.  san.l,  m.s.i.a. 

Health  Visitor: 

M.  G.  WICKS,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  A.R.SAN.I. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1942. 

Area :  2,503  acres. 

Population:  6,928  (estimated  mid-year,  1942):  5,967  (census 

1931). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses :  2,202. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate :  £210. 

Rateable  Value :  £50,508. 

General  Rate :  14/4  in  the  £. 

Birth  Rate:  17.0. 

Death  Rate :  10.2. 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  births  :  17.0. 

Total  deaths  from  Diarrhoea:  Nil. 

Deaths  from-  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis:  3. 

Deaths  from  other  Tuberculous  diseases':  Nil. 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate:  Pulmonary,  0.433. 

,,  ,,  Non-Pulmonary,  0.000. 
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THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH'S 
REPORT  FOR  1942. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  T ettenhall 
Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  Year  1942. 

An  increase  in  the  birth  rate  to  the  highest  figure  recorded 
for  19  years  combined  with  a  low  level  of  infant  mortality  and 
a  decrease  in  the  death  rate,  together  seem  to  show  that  the 
good  health  prevailing  during  the  war  years  has  been  more  than 
maintained  in  1942. 

There  are  three  diseases  which  have  been  reported  to  be 
more  prevalent  in  some  parts  of  the  country  since  the  war 
started.  They  are  venereal  disease,  scabies,  and  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

In  the  absence  of  a  V.D.  clinic  in  Tettenhall  no  figures 
are  available  to  show  whether  or  not  there  has  been  an  increase 
of  venereal  disease  here. 

Scabies  is  not  a  notifiable  disease :  information  is, 
however,  received  from  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  elementary 
schools  of  cases  that  occur  among  school  children.  The 
number  reported  is  certainly  larger  than  before  the  war  started 
but  the  cases  have  been  isolated  ones  and  there  has  been  no 
epidemic.  Large  numbers  of  cases  have  occurred  in  some 
Urban  Districts  in  the  south  of  the  County.  Our  Health 
Visitor  goes  to  the  house  ofi  each  patient  tO'  give  advice  and  to 
ensure  that  medical  treatment  is  promptly  obtained.  If  a  case 
is  neglected  the  infection  spreads  rapidly  to  other  members  of 
the  family  and  some  weeks  may  elapse  before  the  infection  is 
eradicated. 

Notification  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  numbers  six  (all 
male)  with  three  deaths.  This  compares  with  four  notifications 
and  four  deaths  in  19-39,  two  notifications  and  four  deaths  in 

1940,  and  three  notifications  with  two-  deaths  in  1941.  Notifi¬ 
cations  are  higher  than  in  the  other  war  years  but  the  figures 
are  so  small  that  no  safe  deduction  can  be  drawn  from  them. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Registrar-Generars  estimate  of  the  population  figure 
for  mid-year  1942  at  6,928  shows  a  decrease  of  -360  for  that  of 

1941. 
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The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population,  which  for  England 
and  Wales  is  15.8,  is  17.0  for  Tettenhall  against  15.8  for  the 
previous  year. 

The  Death  Rate  at  10.2  for  1942  is  lower  than  the  12.2 
rate  for  1941.  The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  12.2. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  at  17  per  1,000  live  births 
shows  a  fall  from  the  figure  of  84  for  1940.  The  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  49. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  is  again  Nil. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  HOSPITALS. 

Arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  at  the  West  Midland  Joint  Hcopital  Board's  hospitals 
have  worked  smoothly.  Accommodation  has  at  once  been  made 
available  and  the  Board’s  ambulances  have  evacuated  the 
patients  from  their  homes  promptly. 

No'  visitors  are  allowed  at  these  hospitals  but  relatives,  by 
applying  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  can  receive  through  him 
telephonic  reports  about  a  patient’s  progress. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  there  were  65  notifications. 

Diphtheria. — four  cases  were,  notified,  two  of  which 
were  admitted  to  hospital. 

The  total  number  of  days  in  hospital  of  the  two  cases  was 
76  and  the  total  cost  T82  Os.  Od.,  an  average  of  38  days  in 
hospital  and  T16  Os.  Od.  per  case. 

Scarlet  Fever.— There  were  13  cases,  only  3  o4  which 
were  admitted  to  hospital.  The  total  number  of  days  in  hospital 
was  74  and  the  total  cost  £32  10s.  Od.  ;  an  average  of  25  days 
in  hospital  and  £10  17s.  Od.  per  case. 

Erysipelas. — No  cases  were  notified. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — Six  new  cases  were  notified 
and  there  were  3  deaths  (all  male). 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — No  new  cases  were 
notified  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — No  cases  notified. 

Pneumonia. — 8  cases  were  notified  and  1  death  occurred. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — One  case  was  notified. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever. — No  cases  were  re¬ 
ported. 
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Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. — There  were  8  cases  of 
Measles  and  35  cases  of  Whooping'  Cough,  shewing  a  consider¬ 
able  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles  and  a  slight 
reduction  in  Whooping  Cough. 

Cancer. — -There  were  15  deaths  from  this  disease,  a 
decrease  of  2  on  last  year  (8  males  and  T  females). 

Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria. — In  1941,  in  res¬ 
ponse  to  appeals  to  all  parents  urging  protection  for  their 
children  against  diphtheria  by  means  of  two  simple  injections, 
more  than  half  the  children  up  to  15  years  of  age  were 
immunised. 

In  1942  consequently  there  were  far  fewer  unprotected 
children  and  the  number  of  immunising  injections  given  were 
necessarily  many  fewer. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  52.9%  of  children  up  to  5  years  of 
age  and  73%  of  children  from  5  to  15  years  of  age  were 
protected. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  C.  S.  Smith  for  giving  the  injections 
to  the  children  under  5  years  of  age  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre.  ' 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  School  Clinic,  Ante-natal  Clinic  and  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  have  continued  to  be  held  at  the  Parish  Hall,  Upper 
Street  every  Thursday  afternoon.  These  premises  are  central 
for  the  District  but  the  accommodation  is  inadequate  and 
unsuitable.  The  County  Medical  Officer  has  been  unable  to 
secure  the  use  of  better  premises. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  of  infants  at  the  Welfare 
Centre  was  1,664  which  is  considerably  above  the  total  for  1941 
of  1,079,  the  increase  reflects  to  the  credit  of  the  Health 
Visitor. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  of  water  to^  the  district  has  been  satisfactory 
in  quantity  and  quality  during  the  year,  and  samples  of  water 
have  continued  to  be  submitted  for  both  chemical  and  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  by  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water 
Undertaking.  Chlorination  of  the  water  is  still  carried  out. 

CESSPOOLS,  WINDMILL  LANE. 

Conditions  arising  from  the  overflowing  .of  cesspools  in 
this  area  continue  to  cause  trouble  although  the  position  is 
alleviated  somewhat  by  more  frequent  emptying  of  the  cess¬ 
pools  by  the  Council. 
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SEWERAGE. 

1  am  indebted  to  your  Surveyor  for  the  following  Report : 

Blackbrook  Sewerage  Farm. 

The  farm  has  been  kept  in  good  condition  during  the  past 
year. 

Several  visits  have  been  made  by  the  Rivers  Pollution 
Inspector  and  samples  of  water  from  Blackbrook  have  been 
submitted  monthly  to  the  County  Analysis  for  analysis  and 
report. 

Cesspool  Emptying. 

As  a  result  of  the  improved  method  of  emptying  cesspools, 
considerably  more  emptyings  have  been  made  during  the  year 
which  have  shown  some  improvement  in  the  Windmill  Lane 
area. 

THE  FOLLOWING  IS  THE  REPORT  SUBMITTED 
BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

The  total  number  of  visits  and  inspections  for  the  year 
show  an  increase  over  last  year  and  details  will  be  found  in 
succeeding  paragraphs  of  the  report. 

Notices  are  served  only  in  respect  of  urgent  sanitary 
defects  and  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  get  even 
urgent  repairs  carried  out.  During  the  year  several  of  the 
employees  of  the  local  tradesmen  have  been  called  up  for  the 
Forces  and  others  are  engaged  entirely  on  Government  priority 
work  with  the  result  that  considerable  delay  is  found  in  getting 
repairs  done  and  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  are  not  being 
maintained,  even  in  a  reasonable  state  of  repair.  The  result 
of  this  will  be  evidenced  after  the  war  when  the  Council  are 
considering  their  Slum  Clearance  programme  because  some 
houses  which  it  might  possibly  have  been  capable  of  repairing 
before  the  war  are  now  getting  to  the  condition  when  drastic 
action  under  the  Housing  Act  may  be  the  only  action  possible. 

Some  arrangement  should  be  made  in  the  interests  of  the 
public  health  to  ensure  an  adequate  supply  of  labour  for 
carrying  out  urgent  repairs  to  dwelling  houses  in  the  district. 

Shops. 

104  routine  inspections  of  the  shops  in  the  district  were 
carried  out  during  the  year  and  no  contraventions  of  the  Acts 
and  regulations  were  detected. 

Again  the  general  closing  hours  of  the  shops  have  been 
varied  by  order  of  the  Home  Office  to  meet  with  “blackout” 
conditions. 
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Closet  Accommodatioii. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  position  as  outlined  in  the 
report  for  1941. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Dustbins  have  continued  to  be  emptied  fortnightly  and 
the  work  has  been  carried  out  efficiently,  which  is  evidenced  by 
the  absence  of  complaints  regarding  the  removal  of  refuse. 

Housing. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  position  regarding  action 
under  the  Housing  Acts,  1925 — ^1936.  It  appears  from  pre¬ 
liminary  surveys  that  there  will  be  many  more  houses  in  the 
district  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts,  when 
hostilities  cease. 

Overcrowding. 

No  case  of  legal  overcrowding  was  reported  during  the 
year  although  many  houses  are  now  occupied  by  a  larger 
number  of  people  due  to  war  conditions  and  an  increasing 
number  of  marriages  and  it  appears  that  a  certain  number  of 
houses  for  such  persons  will  have  tO'  be  built  after  the  war. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  following  summary  shows  the  number  of  registered 
purveyors  and  producers  of  milk  on  the  31st  December,  1942 ; 

Number  of  Registered  Producers  ...  ...  ...  11 

,,  ,,  ,,  Wholesale  Purveyors  ...  5 

,,  ,,  ,,  Retail  Purveyors  of — 

(a)  loose  and/or  bottled  milk  21 

(<^)  bottled  milk  from  shops  16 
Number  of  Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

,,  ,,  Registered  Dairy  Premises  ...  ...  15 

,,  ,,  Inspections  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  73 

,,  ,,  Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Milkshops  85 

I  have  to  report  that  there  was  a  slight  falling  off  in  the 
cleanliness  of  the  cowsheds  in  the  district  during  the  year  under 
review.  It  was  found  necessary  to  send  warning  letters  to  four 
farmers  for  failure  to  maintain  the  cowsheds  in  a  clean  con¬ 
dition.  They  had  the  desired  effect  and  there  was  no  further 
cause  for  complaint  in  this  respect  during  the  Year. 

In  the  case  of  two  "p^'oducers  it  was  found  that  strict 
cleanliness  was  not  observed  during  milking  and  warning 
letters  were  sent  to  the  farmers  concerned. 
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Structural  improvements  to  the  cowsheds  were  effected  at 
two  farms  after  the  service  of  notices  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order,  1926,  including  the  farm  in  respect  of  which  a 
notice  was  outstanding  at  the  end  of  last  year  but  which  was 
not  complied  with  by  the  end  of  1941. 

At  one  farm  a  new  dairy  was  built. 

A  firm  of  milk  purveyors  with  premises  in  an  adjoining 
district  were  found  to  be  retailing  milk  in  the  district  without 
being  registered.  Registration  was  subsequently  effected  after 
correspondence  with  the  firm  concerned. 

In  another  instance  a  complaint  was  received  from  a  whole¬ 
sale  purveyor  and  producer  in  the  district  that  the  churns  he 
received  for  conveying  milk  from  his  farm  to  the  dairy  of  the 
firm  purchasing  the  milk  were  in  an  unclean  condition.  On 
inspection  the  complaint  was  found  to  be  justified  and  the 
matter  taken  up  with  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  district 
concerned.  The  producer  subsequently  changed  his  purchaser 
and  no  further  complaint  was  received. 

The  number  of  retailers  o4  loose  milk  has  decreased  due  to 
the  purveyors  having  sold  their  business  to  others  or  to  the 
calling  up  of  the  purveyors  tO'  the  forces. 

No  statutory  action  (except  as  stated  above)  was  found  to 
be  necessary  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Licenses  in  respect  of  the  4  private  slaughterhouses  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  granted  every  6  months  under  the  same  conditions 
as  when  the  licenses  were  first  issued  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938. 

Few  complaints  are  received  regarding  the  condition  of  the 
meat  supply  of  the  district.  It  is  still  obtained  from  the  Wol¬ 
verhampton  Municipal  Abattoir. 

Again  no  illicit  slaughtering  was  detected  at  the  slaughter¬ 
houses  to  which  60  visits  were  paid  during  the  year.  Visits  and 
inspections  to  shops  and  other  premises  for  the  purpose  of 
meat  and  food  inspection  totalled  61  whilst  31  inspections  of 
food  preparation  premises  were  made. 

The  following  articles  of  food  were  surrendered  and 
destroyed  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : 

365-lbs.  Rabbits. 

28-lbs.  Offal. 

11 -lbs.  Canned  Meats. 

364  Eggs. 

10  tins  various  tinned  foods. 
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No  statutory?  action  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
was  taken  but  one  retailer  was  severely  cautioned  regarding  the 
sale  of  rabbits  weighing  ^Bj-lbs.,  which  were  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

The  number  of  slaughterman’s  licences  in  force  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  6,  a  decrease  of  1.  No  new  licences  were  issued. 

(c)  Adulteration,  Etc. 

The  County  Authority  is  responsible  for  all  inspections, 
samples  and  action  taken. 

a 

(d)  Chemical  arid  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

The  County  Council  is  the  responsible  Authority. 

* 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  T.  H.  Jenkins,  Senior  District 
Inspector,  for  the  following  report : 

Samples  of  Food  taken  in  Tettenhall  during  1942. 


Article 

Number  of 
Samples 

Genuine 

Adulterated 

Milk  . 

17 

16 

1 

General  Foods  ... 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

17 

16 

1 

One  sample  of  sterilized  milk  was  reported  to  contain  7% 
added  water.  Enquiries  were  made  at  the  dairy,  and  further 
samples  were  taken  and  as  a  result  the  retailer  was  cautioned. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  samples  of  milk  taken 
“in  course  of  retail”  in  the  district  during  the  year  and  sub¬ 
mitted  for  either  bacteriological  and/or  biological  examination. 

The  slight  improvement  shown  last  year  in  the  clean¬ 
liness  of  the  milk  has  not  been  maintained  and  62%  of  the 
small  number  of  samples  of  undesignated  milk  submitted  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory  as  regards  cleanliness. 
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Only  1  of  12  samples  submitted  for  biological  examin¬ 
ation  was  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli. 

Both  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  passed  the  phosphatase 
test  for  pasteurisation.  In  assessing  the  results  as  outlined 
above  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  samples  submitted  for 
examination  were  taken  “in  course  of  retail”  in'  Tettenhall  and 
therefore  may  have  been  produced  outside  the  district. 

The  County  Scheme  of  advice  to  farmers  and  follow  up 
samples  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  and  on  two 
occasions  only  was  it  necessary  to  report  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  the  County  Authority  apparently  having  been 
successful  in  obtaining  the  desired  improvement  in  the  majority 
of  cases. 


Designation 

Cleanliness 



Biological  (T.B.) 

submitted  Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Accredited 

2  2 

i 

— 

2 

— 

Pasteurised 

9  i'  1 

i  ^ 

1 

2 

— 

Undesignated 

8  3 

5 

7 

1 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS,  1936  &  1938. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  licences  issued  under 
the  above  Statutes  and  in  force  on  December  31st,  1942. 


Grade  of  Milk 

Producers 

Dealers 

Supple¬ 

mentary 

Licences 

TOTAL 

Tuberculin  Tested 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Accredited 

2 

1 

3 

6 

Pasteurised 

— 

— 

6 

6 

TOTAL 

16 

The  licence  to  produce  accredited  milk  was  not  renewed  by 
one  producer  and  one  purveyor  of  milk  was  found  to  be 
retailing  pasteurised  milk  without  being  licensed  tO'  do  so. 

A  supplementary  licence  was  subsequently  granted  to  thi<=i 
purveyor. 

No  other  contraventions  of  the  orders  have  been  found 
during  the  Year  and  details  of  inspections  of  registered 
premises  will  be  found  in  a  preceding  paragraph. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  INSPECTION  WORK. 


Details  of  the  inspection  work  carried  out  during  the 
year  are  given  in  the  following  table : 

I 

Summary  of  Routine  Inspection  Work  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 


PREMISES  INSPECTED.. 

No.  of 
Inspections 

COWSHEDS 

73 

DAIRIES,  Etc. 

85 

ICE  CREAM  PREMISES  ... 

4 

BAKEHOUSES 

22 

BUTCHERS’  SHOPS 

45 

FOOD  PREPARATION  PREMISES 

31 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ...  ...  ... 

60 

FACTORIES 

45 

SHOPS 

104 

SCHOOLS 

19 

TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  Etc. 

3 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  ENQUIRIES 

75 

Re  DRAINAGE  ... 

208 

STABLES  AND  PIGGERIES 

42 

Re  ASH  BINS  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL  ... 

74 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACTS 

10 

MISCELLANEOUS  SANITARY  VISITS  ... 

22 

MISCELLANEOUS  VISITS  (Emergency  Feeding, 
Mortuary,  Civil  Defence) 

72 

MISCELLANEOUS  FOOD  VISITS 

19 

BILLETING  ENQUIRIES 

215 

DWELLING  HOUSES: 

UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

86 

RE-INSPECTIONS 

287 

UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS 

— 

RE-INSPECTIONS 

— 

FOR  0\  ERCROWDING  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS 

— 

RE-INSPECTIONS 

— 

TOTAL 

1,601 
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NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Form  of  Notice 

No.  Served 

Premises 

Defects 

Informal 

(a)  General  Sanitary  Defects 

71 

128 

217 

(b)  Others  . . 

2 

2 

3 

TOTAL 

73 

130 

220 

Statutory 

(a)  Sanitary  Defects  . 

29 

68 

116 

(b)  Others 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

29 

68 

116 

A  total  of  205  improvements  to  dwelling  houses  and  other 
premises  were  effected  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

A.  P.  FRY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

August,  1943. 


